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In last week's issue of the ' Varsity ' appears an article 

by a Prof. V. EH. Henderson under the title ' Facts and Figures'. 
He concludes his article with the following insulting and uncalled-= 
for Statement:- ' The University population next year will consist of m 
women, the medically unfit, and a few slackers, men whom no gifts 
of white feathers will send to the front.' 

Now I do not know which of the above-mentioned three classes 
this Prof. Henderson belongs to, but I am vitally interested in knowing 
whether this article of his meets with your approval, and whether 
this gzentleman is to be permitted ty the University authorities 
without protest to make statements so utterly at variance with the 
facts and so chhculated to work injury to the University in the 
eyes of all sane and self-respecting students and of their parents 
who are striving to give their sons an education. 

IT have a gon in attendance at the University, and I am making 
a very considerable sacrifice to give him an education. This lad 


of mine is an honest, hard-working, consciehtious boy , and one who 
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gei=be is certainly no‘slacker. He has been very anxious to enlist, 
but I have forbidden him to do so until he completes his second year 
in. the Faculty of App. Science. I have advised him that it is far better 
to try to complete his two years and in the meantime to get his military 
training and secure his lieutenaney, and that if the war continues 
he will be needed far worse then than now and mel eer euehty trained 
and mature enough to accept the responsibility of his command should 
he secure his commision as I expect him to do. He is now taking the 
C. 0. -T. C. course and is one of the 'Proficients' under the new 
Classification in the corps. Knowing him as I do, I am quite sure [I 
would not allow him to return to Varsity next year to complete his 
second year in Science under the imputation that he is a coward and a 
slacker. He feels very sorely now that I would not allow him to go to 
England to train for a lieutenantcy in the Imperial service, and it 
would be intolerable that he should return to be subjected to the insults 
of men of the mental calibre of this man Henderson. 
I have, however , promised him that he inay go when he completes 
his second yvear, when he will be twenty-one. As matters now stand 
I feel that he cannot return with any degree of self-respect to Varsity 


under present conditions and that this year is wasted, as a first year 


standing in App. Sci. gives him no basis to make his living by. whereas 
me] od 9 V 
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a two years’ course completes,as it were, a definite stage. 
We have several boys in attendance at our school who have been 


intending to enter the University next year, but now that we know 
how matters stand, I am of the opinion that they and theirX parents 
should be told how they are to be considered if they come to Toronto. 
Before advising them ofmk the trend of Mr. Henderson's remarks, 
however, I shall look for the favor of a reply from you as to whether 
his remarks meet with the approval of yourself and the other Prof- 
essors and the University authorities generally. If the stand he has 
taken meets with very general at the University, I am of the opinion 


that the parents of all students in attendance at the University 


as well ag of all prospective students and the High School teachers 
of the country should pe made fam@liar with his article; and further 
that the University should not accept the fees of any students who 
are next year fit for military service. 

Awaiting the favor of a reply at your earliest convenience, 


I am yours very respectfully, 


Be Aso wars) 9. 
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